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Radictherapy (RIEHTE)

Brachytherapy ( JTRRESAETTIE )

Brachytherapy (FEESERENTE
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It has therefore been hypothesised that correcting anaemia, by increasing haemoglobin levels using
erythropaoietin, improves tumour oxygenation and consequently the patient's prognosis. To assess
whether combined treatment with radiotherapy and erythropoietin (RT plus EPO) is better than standard
radiotherapy (RT alone) for the treatment of head and neck cancer patients. We searched the Cochrane
Ear, Nose and Throat Disorders Group Trials Register; the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials
(CENTRAL); PubMed; EMBASE; CINAHL; Web of Science; BIOSIS Previews; Cambridge Scientific Abstracts;
mRCT and additional sources for published and unpublished trials. However, the target haesmoglobin
concentration, which was higher than recommended in four of the five included RCTs, may have had a
significant role. Nevertheless, based on these findings EPO should not be administered as an addition to

RT outside the experimental setting for patients with head and neck cancer.
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